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Statement of Condemnation and Warning Issued by Cultural Heritage
Institutions in Palestine Regarding Israeli Occupation Violations against the
Ibrahimi Mosque-Hebron Al-Khalil Old Town

We, the undersigned cultural institutions, acting in our official and organizational capacities,
strongly condemn the escalating measures undertaken by the Israeli occupying authorities
targeting the historic and archaeological core of the Old Town of Hebron.

The latest of these measures is the implementation of 2 major structural intervention at the
Ibrahimi Mosque, one of the most prominent landmarks of Hebron's Old Town and one of its
most significant historical and religious monuments of outstanding universal value.

We recall that the Old Town of Hebron/Al-Khalil was inscribed by the State of Palestine on the
UNESCO World Heritage List in Danger in 2017.

This unilateral Israeli intervention in this Palestinian cultural property consists of roofing the open
courtyard of the Ibrahimi Mosque, in clear disregard of the decisions of UNESCQO's World Heritage
Committee, particularly the decision adopted at its 47th session, which reaffirmed the necessity
of conducting both a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) prior to the implementation of any intervention that could affect the property's
Outstanding International Value (OQUV).

Nevertheless, the Israeli occupying authorities proceeded with this intervention after issuing
decisions that stripped the Hebron Municipality and the competent Palestinian authorities
responsible for the site's management of their planning, regulatory, and building powers, despite
the fact that the State of Palestine is the State Party legally responsible for this property and its
adjoining historic area under the 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage.

These cumulative and escalating violations—most recently the roofing of the Ibrahimi Mosque's
open courtyard and the removal of planning and construction authority from the competent
Palestinian institutions responsible for administering this exclusively Islamic wagf—carry grave
implications for Palestinian ownership rights over this cultural property, as well as for its
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conservation, authenticity, and integrity. They inevitably pose a direct threat to the Outstanding
International Value upon which the property was inscribed on the World Heritage List.

The open courtyard constitutes an original architectural and functional component of the
monument's historic design. It serves as the site's natural and historical environmental buffer,
contributing to the building's climatic balance and environmental performance. Enclosing this
space is expected to increase humidity levels, particularly in light of the growing number of
worshippers and cultural visitors, while simultaneously reducing natural ventilation. This, in turn,
places the monument's historic fabric—including its decorative elements, inscriptions,
architectural components, and other original features—at serious risk of gradual deterioration
and irreversible damage.

Furthermore, the withdrawal of planning and construction powers, together with preventing the
Hebron Rehabilitation Committee, which has undertaken conservation, restoration, and
maintenance works at the Ibrahimi Mosque and its surroundings since 1996, from carrying out
its mandate, jeopardizes the long-term preservation and sustainability of this historic monument,
undermines its management in accordance with internationally recognized conservation
standards, and exposes its Outstanding international Value to further risk.

We affirm that these measures constitute a flagrant violation of internationally recognized
principles and charters governing the conservation and restoration of cultural heritage, foremost
among them the 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict and its Protocols, as well as the principles enshrined in the principal international
conservation instruments, including the 1964 Venice Charter and the 1994 Nara Document on
Authenticity.

Accordingly, we call upon the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the World Heritage Committee, the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS), and all relevant international and regional organizations concerned with the
protection of cultural heritage to take urgent and effective action to halt these grave violations,
ensure compliance with international obligations concerning the protection of the Old City of
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Hebron in general and the Ibrahimi Maosque in particular, and adopt all necessary measures to
safeguard the property's authenticity, integrity, and Outstanding International Value.

We further call upon the international community and all States Parties to the World Heritage
Convention to uphold their legal and moral responsibilities by exerting effective pressure to end
all measures targeting Palestinian cultural heritage and by ensuring the protection and
safeguarding of religious sanctuaries, historic monuments, and archaeological sites as part of the
shared heritage of humanity, to be preserved for present and future generations.
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